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With the close of the school year behind us, I can’t help but 
reflect on the tremendous year we had at Penn-Delco.  As board 
president, I am continuously amazed at the accomplishments 
of our students and teachers.  Each year, the list of outstanding 
achievements, district and school awards and impressive academic 
performances grows. I could not be more proud.  

I am especially proud that three of our elementary schools were 
recognized as National Schools of Character.  It is exceptional 
to be recognized at a national level for our outstanding efforts in 
character development within our schools.  

We also had record setting advance placement results at the high 
school.  It is important that we continue to challenge our students 
to prepare them for the future. The success with our AP program 
this year certainly means we are doing something right. 
 
I am always so impressed with our young readers and how they 
embrace the Reading Counts program year after year.  All of our 
schools did a great job this year with students reading more than 
438 million words!

I would also like to congratulate the Sun Valley class of 2015.  It 
is always a memorable experience for me to see our seniors move 
on to what I know will be great future success. 

The board and I continue to work hard to maintain the level of 
excellence we pride ourselves on.  As we wait for news on the 
state budget, we will focus on what we do best here at Penn-
Delco, which is to provide an excellent education that enables all 
studets to achieve, succeed and excel.

Please enjoy the rest of your summer as we 
look forward to another successful school 
year!

Sincerely, 
Mr. Kevin Tinsley
President
Board of School Directors

A Note from the School Board President

Summertime greetings to the entire Penn-Delco School 
District Community! I hope everyone is finding the summer 
of 2015 to be productive, relaxing, and fun-filled all at 
once.  This is the first summer in four years in which no 
major school construction is occurring – it is a welcome 
break after completing the impressive improvements to 
fully half of our school facilities over the past few years.  
Beginning next school year, the district will initiate a 
comprehensive feasibility study of Sun Valley High School. 
A feasibility study will enable the district to objectively 
assess the overall condition of the entire Sun Valley facility 
to better understand and potentially address any specific 
areas of need. High Schools are ordinarily the flagship 
schools in a district, and with all of our schools leading to 
Sun Valley, it is imperative that the SVHS property reflect 
the same commitment to excellence that is evident in our 
other school locations. 

Speaking of Sun Valley...This summer Sun Valley received 
an impressive data report from the College Board, the 
company that manages Advanced Placement ( A.P ) tests. 
Simply stated, Sun Valley students who participated in 
AP tests this past Spring scored higher average scores 
than any other year in school history. Not only did Sun 
Valley have a record number of students taking an AP test, 
they also enjoyed a record-high number of students who 
scored at the most advanced levels on the tests. Results like 
that are a credit to the students who completed college-
level coursework during their time at Sun Valley, but 
also an impressive reflection of challenging and effective 
instruction available at SVHS. Excellent Advanced 
Placement and SAT scores are just one indicator of the 
academic health of a school program. Nevertheless, they 
are key data points that permit us to assess our efforts 
to meeting the districts mission. This past month, the 
Penn-Delco School Board approved an updated mission 
statement. 

Speaking of our mission...This past month, the Penn-Delco 
School Board approved an updated mission statement. The 
new mission statement reads: “The Mission of the Penn-
Delco School District is to enable all students to achieve, 
succeed, and excel”. This mission statement replaces the 
former 72-word mission statement and keeps our aim 
crystal clear – by committing to the delivery of effective 
instruction, the district enables students to achieve their 
learning goals, earn and celebrate success, and excel at 
select areas of interest or intent.  That will remain our

focus. By providing outstanding instruction to our youngest 
learners beginning in Kindergarten and throughout their 
subsequent 13 years of schooling in PDSD, we should 
expect continued impressive academic results from SV 
students that in turn reflects well upon the knowledge and 
skills they developed during their formative years in our 
district. 
 
I am looking forward to getting the 2015-2016 school year 
started and can’t wait to see our 3400 students return to 
Penn-Delco schools come September 8th. Wishing you an 
enjoyable final month of the summer season. 

Sincerely,
Dr. George Steinhoff



Excellence in Academics

Students Soar in Boeing Essay Contest

A group of Penn-Delco students were recognized for their 
exceptionally written essays as part of the Boeing 2015 
Diversity through Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math 
(STEM) Essay Contest.  The contest was developed to further 
promote diversity awareness along with a Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math focus.  The students had a choice to write 
their essay based on provided topics for the contest and the essays 
were judged on adherence to the subject, organization, grammar, 
spelling and neatness. The topics were: choose two of your 
favorite teachers and describe how they impacted your education; 
choose an inspiring character who appears in a favorite TV show, 
book, or movie and who had to overcome a diversity obstacle; or 
explain how a battery with infinite life could help you and others.

There were more than 300 essays submitted to the contest and 
only 24 finalists were named in Delaware County.   Northley 
Middle School had three finalists at the middle school level—
Lindsay Ferguson, Tommy Christaldi, and Ethan Purvis all 
received 3rd place.  Sun Valley also had one finalist – Erik 
Flickinger, who finished in 3rd place. Erik was also chosen as one 
of four recipients for the summer internship program starting in 
June, which will run for 8 weeks at the Boeing facility.  During 
his internship he will work on green initiatives and solutions for 
their facility. 

“I’m ecstatic for this opportunity to work with Boeing and I hope 
that I can gain valuable work experience,” stated Erik.
The students were honored at an awards luncheon at Boeing on 
May 6, 2015.  After the presentation, the students and parents 
toured the Boeing plant. Students who finished 3rd place were 
awarded with Kindle Fire iPads.

In her essay on how infinite batteries could impact the world, 
Lindsay wrote “Infinite batteries would be an amazing leap 
forward in all aspects of life.  The environment as we know 
it would strongly benefit from less pollution.  All parts of our 
delicate ecosystem could thrive once again.  Oceans, air, and soil 
will once again sustain life from all the benefits of less pollution.  
Infinite batteries would not only benefit mankind, but all living 
things as well.  If the world stays as it is now in relation to our 
various energy sources, such as fossil fuels, we can foresee the 
damage to our environment in the years to come and only have a 
limited amount of time to change that future from happening.”

Ethan decided to pay tribute to his teachers in his essay stating, 
“American students spend eight hours per day, five days per week, 
180 days per year, and 13 years of their lives in grade-school. 
During this span, the typical student will learn a plethora of tidbits 
of valuable information, create an extensive list of interests, and 
formulate hundreds upon thousands of opinions, 

Eight students, two from each elementary school, earned 
their seat in the competition to represent their school. 
Math 24 is a competitive game that challenges players to 
out-perform their opponents by being the best at using 
mental math strategies to solve multi-step problems 
involving addition, subtraction, multiplication and 
division. All eight students were exceptional and received 
a medal to commemorate their achievement. This year, 
the winner came from Parkside Elementary! Fifth grader, 
Emily Woznicki took home the trophy, which will be on 
display at Parkside until next year’s competition. This is 
the third year in a row Parkside has won. 

Elementary Students Compete in 
Math 24: Parkside Takes Top Prize

all of which are brought upon by the prime workforce 
of the education system: teachers. Teachers are essential 
and can change the minds and personalities of various 
individuals whom receive their tutelage.”

Also inspired by two of his favorite teachers, Tommy 
wrote, “These teachers do not consider themselves 
unique, but they are.  Mrs. Kravatz’s unique projects 
and encouraging style helped me through letting me feel 
free and mature.  Miss Cameron’s willingness to take 
chances gave me the motivation to let go of stress and 
take risks.”  
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Eighth graders at Northley Middle School are full of energy!  
Northley’s 8th grade science department is a proud participant in 
PECO’s Energizing Education Program.  As part of the program, 
Northley Middle School hosted the 6th annual ENERGY EXPO 
on Thursday, May 28. The expo was a student run informational 
expo open to 5th graders in the district, parents, and members of 
the community.  Fifth graders from each elementary school visited 
Northley throughout the day where the eighth graders demonstrated 
how energy is required to do work and how it is a big part of our 
lives.  During the expo, students presented the many forms of energy 
and how resources around them are used to provide the energy 
needed to power homes, businesses and vehicles. The gymnasium 
was filled with interactive stations including displays on wind, 
water, renewable and non-renewable energy, nuclear energy and 
solar energy. A special community open house was held in the 
evening for members of the community to come and learn about 
energy as well.  Northley teachers Ms. Samantha Smith and Ms. 
Debbie Blaisse coordinated the event. 

Northley 8th Graders Host 6th Annual Energy 
Expo for Students and Community

On Tuesday, April 28, 12 Sun Valley students 
traveled to Washington, D.C., to attend the X-Stem 
Symposium. This symposium featured scientists 
from many diverse backgrounds and disciplines 
talking about what they do and how students can 
work to get to where the scientists are. The students 
who attended were: Andy Lock, Erik Flickinger, 
Issi Glatts, Kayla Graver, Monika Kariuki, Liz 
Luoma, Megan Lynn, Artricia Nou, Janice Park, 
Zoe Rogers, Emily Simpson and Ryan Hayes. The 
students were able to attend several presentations 
led by prominent speakers in the STEM fields. 
They were very interested in the presentations, 
especially the discussion of Dean Kamen’s robotic 
arm, viruses as discussed by Steve Projan and 
the medical robotics of Carol Reiley. It was an 
outstanding experience for our students!

SV Students Attend STEM 
Symposium in D.C.

The elementary schools of Penn-Delco participated in 
the 2015 Reading Olympics presented by the Delaware 
County Intermediate Unit at Spring Lake Middle 
School on April 28, 2015. Student readers from Aston, 
Coebourn, Parkside were all awarded blue ribbons and 
Pennell Elementary earned a red ribbon.

Students collaborated with their teammates to read 40 
to 50 books over the course of several months that were 
selected by a committee of librarians, reading specialists 
and classroom teachers. The students then answered 
questions about the books during the competition. Most 
Penn-Delco teams were awarded a blue ribbon, the 
highest award at the competition, besting teams from 
public and private schools from around the county.

The Reading Olympics is a county-wide reading 
event whose goal is to increase students' reading for 
enjoyment and their reading skills.

Penn-Delco Represents at 
Reading Olympics



Sun Valley is pleased to announce that 46 
of their Advanced Placement (AP) students 
received a 5 (the highest possible score) on their 
respective exams.  The AP College Board has 
also recognized several Sun Valley students 
as AP Scholars. The AP program recognizes 
high school students who have demonstrated 
outstanding college-level achievement through 
AP courses and exams with the AP Scholar 
Awards. Although there is no monetary 
award, each award-winning student receives a 
certificate, and the award is acknowledged on 
any AP score report that is sent to colleges after 
the award has been conferred.

Sun Valley Principal, Pete Donaghy stated, “We 
had 67 more test takers than last year and the 
most students attempt the tests in school history!   
This is the most 5’s we have received and we are 
very proud of our students.  There are a number 
of rising underclassman that scored very well 
on these tests, receiving 3’s, 4’s and 5’s, and we 
look forward to their continued success over the 
next couple of years.” 
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Penn-Delco students from our four elementary schools and 
Northley Middle School read 438,024,630 words as part of 
the 2014-2015 Scholastic Reading Counts Program! 
 
In Reading Counts, students participate in an independent 
reading program that tracks their success on the books they 
read, in and out of school. This technology-based program 
creates a personalized and engaging learning environment 
that ensures independent reading accountability.
 
Each elementary school and Northley Middle School 
encouraged students to participate in the program 
promoting reading throughout the school.  Each school 
sets a goal for the year and acknowledges every student 
participant for their outstanding reading efforts.   Million 
word readers are especially recognized for their reading 
ability and success.  Each school recognizes the million 
word readers with an assembly in front of the entire student 
body.  There is typically a fun theme associated with the 
celebration.  This year, pies were thrown, songs were sung, 
and people were made into human sundaes!
 
It was an impressive year in Penn-Delco, as almost 
every school once again exceeded their reading goal.  
Congratulations to all students and staff that made this 
year’s Reading Count program a huge success! 

Schools Celebrate an Outstanding Year with 
Reading Counts Program

Record Year for Sun Valley AP 
Performance



Congratulations to Sun Valley teacher Mr. 
Jim Page on receiving the Excellence in 
Teaching Award at the 2015 Partners in 
Education Celebration. Mr. Page was honored 
for his accomplishments in the classroom 
and throughout his professional career. Mr. 
Page’s students have received the highest 
AP test scores in Sun Valley History. He 
has the ability to inspire independence and 
originality while raising the academic bar, 
thus encouraging all students to reach their 
full potential. 

As National Honor Society adviser, he 
orchestrated fundraising projects that 
enabled the club to donate over $100,000 
over the past six years. Students and 
teachers are motivated by the effective 
design and rigor of Mr. Page’s work. 
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district highlights

Sun Valley JROTC First in the 
Nation in Physical Fitness
The National High School Physical Fitness Championships, hosted by The 
United States Marines Youth Foundation, is the culmination of countless days, 
hours and minutes of grueling preparation.  The Sun Valley JROTC Fitness 
team recently returned from this year’s National High School Youth Physical 
Fitness Championships in San Diego.  This year’s competition proved to be 
worth the hard work for the Sun Valley teams.  The girl’s team finished 1st in 
the nation for the first time ever and the boy’s team placed 4th. Both teams 
trained extremely hard to earn their place.

The competition was the finale of a year’s worth of training.  Under the 
watchful eye of Master Gunnery Sergeant Pearn, the Sun Valley JROTC 
students pushed their bodies to the limits. Pulling, pushing, bending, leaping 
and sprinting their way towards the highest standards in physical fitness to 
prepare for the competition.  

The competition included five events — sit-ups, push-ups, standing long jump, 
pull-ups and 300-yard shuttle run. They're all timed, with a three-minute rest 
given between each event. The judges are Marines, who make sure everyone 
completes each event properly according to their specific protocol. Sun Valley 
junior, Stephanie Farnsworth led the way for the girls’ team, finishing 1st in the 
JROTC individual competition.

“I wasn’t surprised that the girls came in first this year,” stated Master Gunnery 
Sergeant Pearn. “Coming in to the competition after the boy’s team winning 1st 
place the last two years, and had all of them graduating, we knew we wanted 
to defend our title in some way shape or form. The girls finishing 1st this year 
was a great transfer of power and shows our depth of our training. We were 
up against schools with student populations of more than 4,000.   I believe the 
more you work at it the better you become, and our JROTC put in the work to 
really excel at this year’s competition.”

Teams competing at the national level are determined by results during state 
competitions. High schools have to compete and obtain a qualifying score at 
the state level in order to secure a spot at the National Championship.  

This is the seventh year that Sun Valley has sent their JROTC team to the 
National Championship.  Last two years, the boy’s team took 1st place and the 
girls team finished in 2nd place.  In order to make the long trip to San Diego, 
the JROTC team sold snacks to their fellow students and the Marine Corps 
assisted in sending our teams to defend their title.

For more than 200 years the United States Marine Corps has maintained that 
physical fitness is essential to its role as our country’s elite force in readiness. 
The standards established are time-tested and have kept Marines in good stead 
throughout their military careers and on into their civilian endeavors.  The Sun 
Valley JROTC strives to emulate these standards on a daily basis and have 
proven that with strength and dedication they can achieve positive results.   

SVHS’s Page Honored for 
Excellence in Teaching
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Sun Valley Green House Provides 
Priceless Experience for Students

On May 29, 2015 representatives from the 3M 
Foundation, school officials, teachers and students 
gathered at the new Sun Valley High School greenhouse 
to officially celebrate its grand opening.  Last year, 3M 
presented the school with an Ingenuity Grant for the 
amount of $19,371 and the green house was built and 
completed for the 2014-2015 school year.  The grant was 
awarded to Sun Valley based on an application requesting 
funding assistance to build a new greenhouse on school 
grounds.  The grant application was spearheaded by the 
Sun Valley Science Department with the support and 
guidance of then Sun Valley Assistant Principal, Ms. 
Rosemary Edmiston.  The Ingenuity Grant program 
recognizes teacher teams working across grade levels 
and STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) 
disciplines to spark student interest and achievement and 
provides funds for curriculum development materials to 
spark student interest and drive achievement by building 
connections to the world beyond the classroom. 

“Sun Valley continues to be on the cutting edge 
of education,” said Mr. Pete Donaghy, Sun Valley 
Principal.  “We already have tremendous programs, but 
our new greenhouse will allow Sun Valley to be able 
to incorporate more hands on learning experiences and 
encourage more students to pursue careers in science 
related fields.”

Located in the courtyard outside of the Multimedia 
Information Center, the greenhouse was designed to be 
used as an outdoor classroom to build upon inquiry base 
learning across grade levels and curricula, and introduce 
sustainability with water reclamation.  The greenhouse 
at Sun Valley now allows inquiry based activities to be 
performed throughout the school year such as genetic 
crosses and cross pollination, solar radiation studies, soil 
ph, measuring Aston’s climate, and measuring the amount 
of reclaimed water.  The greenhouse allows students to 
grow their own vegetables and herbs to be used in courses 
such as Farm to Table and Social Skills.  In conjunction 
with the school’s new 1:1 initiative, the greenhouse 
allows students to use Vernier probes to measure different 
gas levels, ph and light and access the results instantly 
on their laptops.  Through the use of the greenhouse, 
students gain a better understanding of sustainability and 
how to help the Penn-Delco community become more 
sustainable.
  
Mrs. Lauren Four’s Social Skills class is one group that 
has been utilizing the greenhouse to help students build 
social skills while learning about plants and gardening.  

The students have been involved in all aspects of planting, 
including researching what plants to purchase and tracking 
the cost.  This gave the students the opportunity to voice their 
opinions and collaborate as a group.  Through the process, the 
group decided on specific areas of focus such as flowers for 
holidays, ingredients for recipes, and other practical uses for 
botanicals.  The most exciting endeavor for students so far has 
been the germination of Venus Fly Traps and Pitcher Plants.

The greenhouse is a way to implement a valuable sensory 
component for Mrs. Four’s students during their day.  The 
opportunity to have tactile lessons, while team building in an 
“out of classroom” environment, has proven beneficial. 

“The greenhouse is a more natural environment to generate 
conversation, and the projects also give my students common 
experiences to discuss,” stated Mrs. Four.  

Alex Johnston stated “When planting, you have to have 
determination and you have to work as a team.  I don’t mind 
getting dirty, so I help others in my class that may not like 
getting dirty.  As a team, we are able to get stuff done.” 

Mr. Bowman, who helps maintain the greenhouse, 
commented that “it is nice to see it being used for so many 
different purposes. I enjoy helping teachers and students that I 
don’t usually get to work with on a regular basis.”  

Mrs. Four’s group hopes to continue working in the 
greenhouse in the future as it increases confidence, 
encourages team building, and provides a venue for 
developing more sophisticated communication between peers.
  
Jerry Spennato stated “We used plants that we grew in the 
greenhouse to sell at our most recent craft fair. It’s fun to have 
this experience and go to the greenhouse for class.” 

“I enjoy planting and look forward to filling up the 
greenhouse with more nice plants,” stated Dominic Pezzuoli. 
“My dad is a horticulturist and I enjoy telling him about what 
we do in the greenhouse.”

“At first, I didn’t think I would like gardening, but after 
spending some time in there with my class, I like it a lot,” 
stated Jared Miller.  “I’m actually helping my mother with her 
garden at home now.”  

SVHS’s Page Honored for 
Excellence in Teaching
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Penn-Delco School District is pleased to announce that 
on May 13, 2015,  Character.org, a national advocate 
and leader for the character education movement, named 
Aston, Coebourn and Pennell Elementary Schools each 
a 2015 National School of Character. The Schools of 
Character program recognizes Aston, Coebourn and 
Pennell as schools that have demonstrated their use of 
character development to drive a positive impact on 
academics, student behavior, and school climate. 

Aston Elementary is located in Aston, Pa. and has 489 
students.  Pennell Elementary is also located in Aston, 
Pa. and has a student population of 402.  Coebourn 
Elementary is located in Brookhaven, Pa. and has a 
student population of 344. The principals at Aston, 
Coebourn and Pennell Elementary Schools are Ms. 
Susan Phillips, Mr. Eric Kuminka and Ms. Eileen Martin 
respectively. Each school has recently been working 
with Character.org and previously received State School 
of Character titles during the last 3 years.  Once a 
State School of Character, schools are eligible for the 
National distinction and must complete a second round 
of rigorous evaluations. 
  
The Schools of Character program is not a 
competition—but rather an opportunity to go through 
a rigorous process of feedback and coaching, as well 
as recognition for growth and excellence in the area 
of character development through Character.org’s 11 
Principles of Effective Character Education framework. 
Each school will hold its designation for five years. 
Character.org will showcase Aston, Coebourn and 
Pennell in an annual publication and on its website. 
They have also earned the right to use the National 
Schools of Character name and logo.

Since its inception, Character.org has awarded over 
300 schools with the distinction of a National School 
of Character.  In 2015, along with Aston, Coebourn 
and Pennell, 63 additional schools and 3 districts were 
named across the United States. Penn-Delco is one of 
only three districts that had multiple schools receiving 
the distinction this year.  

Superintendent of Schools, Dr. George Steinhoff stated, 
“The news that three of our schools have earned not just 
regional but national recognition for their character-
driven practices is both thrilling and justified.  The 
students in our schools are fortunate to be part of school 
communities that regularly demonstrate a commitment 

Three Penn-Delco Elementary 
Schools Named National Schools of 
Character

to values and positive, caring dispositions.  The 
awards acknowledge the great effort by staff to make 
character development a priority while maintaining high 
expectations.” 

Character.org will honor Aston, Coebourn and Pennell 
in person at the 22nd National Forum on Character 
Education, to be held the weekend of October 15, 2015 
in Atlanta, GA. Visit www.character.org to learn more 
about the National Forum, the Schools of Character 
program and the 2015 national designees.

On May 8, Northley Middle School participated in 
their annual “Million T-shirt March” to stand up against 
bullying. This event is part of a national campaign to raise 
awareness about bullying and bullying prevention. More 
than 800 staff, students and community members marched 
around the school grounds and neighboring streets to show 
their dedication and support in the fight to stop bullying. 
Most participants wore white t-shirts to show their unity 
and support. Students carried signs and banners containing 
anti-bullying messages that they created earlier in the 
week. The students ended their march on the football field 
where they participated in a variety of activities such as 
races, pie throwing and teacher arm wrestling. Great job 
Northley Vikings!

Northley Stands Up to Bullying 
During Million T-Shirt March 



Pennell Elementary and the Penn-Delco Community 
have rallied together for a very special little girl. 
Cameron McCarthy, a first grade student at Pennell 
Elementary, was recently diagnosed with Ewing 
Sarcoma, a rare form of bone cancer.  She has been 
receiving treatments at Nemours A.I. Dupont Hospital 
for Children.  
“As anyone that knows Cameron will attest, she is a 
tough little girl, and is going to kick cancer's butt," 
stated Mr. Derek Sciecinski, Cameron’s teacher. 

Cameron’s father, brother and Mr. Sciecinski all 
shaved their heads to show their support.  Over 20 
other students at Pennell and teachers at other schools 
in Penn-Delco have also shaved their heads, not to 
mention countless parents.  Cameron's brother, a 
Pennell third grader, organized a bracelet sale to support 
his sister.  The bracelets read #TeamCameron and 
Fight Like a Girl!  Many students have made countless 
cards, puzzles, and posters for Cameron to support and 
encourage Cameron during her treatment. 

Students and teachers at Aston Elementary have 
also joined Cameron’s team, showing their support 
by sending pictures and cards.  Many local law 
enforcement can be seen wearing #TeamCameron 
bracelets, as well as Cameron’s softball team, and other 
Aston community youth teams.  The support from her 
fellow students and the community lets Cameron know 
that they are with her as she fights cancer!

“I am extremely proud of Pennell and the community 
for how they have embraced Cameron and her family 
and have rallied behind them.  We will continue to be 
there for Cameron as long as she needs us. Cameron 
is a wonderful student and we all wish her a speedy 
recovery!”

If you would like to find out more about Cameron's 
story you can go to her family's Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/teamcameron111.  

Parkside elementary has won first place in the national Biz World 
Social Entrepreneurship challenge!  In May, Biz World invited Parkside 
5th graders to participate in an exciting entrepreneurship challenge 
based on a business plan submitted by their teacher, Mrs. Ross.  Mrs. 
Ross’s students made flower pens and decorative pots to hold them in 
by hand and decided on various price points for their product.  Once 
the project was accepted by Biz World, the class was given $100 seed 
money to start their business. The goal was to earn $500.  Students sold 
pens at school, after school concerts and assemblies and throughout the 
community and raised $805.00 - the most raised by any participating 
school.

The Biz World Social Entrepreneurship Challenge is a pilot program 
that was put out to schools across the country.  It was designed 
to empower students to use their innovation to make positive and 
impactful changes in the world.  Students start and run successful 
businesses where all profits go to a charitable social cause of their 
choice.

Parkside’s selected The Kids In Need Foundation for their charity.  The 
Kids in Need Foundation ensures that every child is prepared to learn 
and succeed by providing free school supplies nationally to students 
most in need.  As the winner of the competition, Parkside received 
an additional $500 from Biz World to add to their donation making 
the total donation $1,305.00. As part of their reward, Parkside will be 
featured on promotional materials for next year’s challenge.

Parkside’s entrepreneurs received a purchase of $100 worth of Flower 
Power Pens and were asked for the pens to be donated to a charity of 
their choice. Students brought the flower pens to the Assisi House, a 
retirement convent for the Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia, located 
in Aston, Pennsylvania. A group of Parkside students visited the Assisi 
house to meet the sisters and present them with the Flower Power Pens. 
The sisters were thrilled to meet Parkside Elementary students and to 
receive the pens, which they will use for carnival prizes.

Parkside Principal, Mrs. Teresa Ford stated, “At Parkside Elementary 
we are inspiring young entrepreneurs. This entrepreneurial challenge 
allowed our students to be innovative and creative while gaining skills 
in critical thinking, financial literacy, leadership and teamwork. Our 
students’ determination and diligence was evident every step of the 
way and I am very proud of them on achieving their goal of creating a 
successful business.” 
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Parkside 5th Graders Win 
Entrepreneurship Challenge

Pennell Rallies Behind 
#TeamCameron



Congratulations to Northley teacher, 
Ms. Kathy Sculley for receiving the 
DCIU Making a Difference Award! 
Ms. Sculley has proven to go out of 
her way through her work, support, 
and friendship to be accepting, 
understanding, and inclusive of children 
of all abilities. Ms. Sculley was honored 
on May 14th  at the 4th Annual Making 
a Difference Award Ceremony where 
she received her special award.

NMS’s Sculley Honored 
for Making a Difference In his nomination letter to Sun East, Northley Principal Mr. 

L.J. Blair stated “Mrs. Hurst is innovative and a trendsetter on 
the staff. She is an extraordinary educator who is dedicated to 
providing premier education to all students. In her first year 
and a half at Northley, Mrs. Hurst has become a standout and 
resource for her colleagues.”  

Since Mr. McCormick started at Sun Valley just over a year 
ago, he has instated many alternative learning opportunities 
for his students including opening a school store that is run by 
students with moderate to severe disabilities. All the proceeds 
are used to fund community-based field trips, in which the 
students get the chance to practice social skills in a setting 
outside of the classroom. He has also started “Yoga Mondays”, 
“Sensory Thursdays”, and “Exercise Fridays” with his students. 
Moreover, he has created a daily community based instruction 
period in which students with special needs perform multiple 
tasks throughout the school to gain a better understanding 
of functioning and vocational skills necessary to maintain 
employment (i.e. delivering mail to faculty, laminating/
shredding, doing laundry). His students are also instructed 
in community living, in which they participate in lessons on 
food management, personal hygiene, and appropriate leisure 
activities.

Outside of creating an environment for the special education 
population to blossom, he has looked at school-wide 
opportunities for all students to grow. He has started a Peer 
Buddy program that pairs students in the life skills program 
with students outside of their program. Students correspond 
weekly through email, phone calls, and letters. They also meet 
for chaperoned functions outside of school such as movie 
nights, or bowling. Students on both ends of the spectrum are 
gaining a better understanding for each other and a stronger 
connection to our school community. Mr. McCormick is also 
working to establish a similar mentoring program in which 
guidance will identify at risk freshmen and pair them with a 
junior who will provide academic and personal/social guidance 
as they navigate the trials of high school. 

Ms. Erin Judge, a guidance counselor at Sun Valley, nominated 
Mr. McCormick and stated, “In such a short time, Mr. 
McCormick has shown great leadership and has become an 
ingrained member of our community. We couldn’t imagine life 
without him at the Valley.”  

Northley Middle School Social Studies teacher, Mrs. 
Ashley Hurst and Sun Valley Life Skills teacher, Mr. 
Mike McCormick were both selected as a Sun East 
Federal Credit Union’s “Best Teacher Under the Sun” for 
the 2014-2015 school year.  

Representatives from Sun East Federal Credit Union 
visited Sun Valley High School on May 28 and Northley 
Middle School on June 4 and to surprise Mr. McCormick 
and Mrs. Hurst with their awards during the school day.  
Each recipient was presented with a plaque and $500 
from Sun East Federal Credit Union.  Both Northley 
and Sun Valley also received $500 in honor of their 
recognition.  Superintendent Dr. George Steinhoff was on 
hand to acknowledge Mrs. Hurst’s and Mr. McCormick’s 
dedication to the district as exceptional and innovative 
educators.  

Mrs. Hurst has been with Northley for two years.  During 
this short time, she requested training in Socratic Circles 
through the local IU, piloted the strategy, volunteered 
to have others observer her, and then trained a number 
of her colleagues. She volunteered for the Technology 
Committee, where she presented how to “back channel” 
discussions in class and how to navigate the new smart 
board technology. She partnered with a colleague to lead 
Northley student council and through her efforts, the 
group has provided leadership opportunities for students 
on campus and provided support to community members 
in need. 

Mrs. Hurst also brought a Service Learning Project to 
the Northley student body. Each teacher led a group of 
students through the Service Learning process where 
they selected a worthy cause, created a plan of action for 
support, and then carried out the plan. It was a valuable 
new experience for the students. 

Two PDSD Teachers Receive Best 
Teacher Under the Sun Awards
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Congratulations to the 2015 Dr. Nicholas Spennato 
Young Authors Writing Project winners! Students in 
grades 1-8 in public and nonpublic schools submit a 
piece of writing of their choice. Many authors find 
ideas in their own lives with experiences that they 
have had as well as from the world around them. 
The students have to decide what they can write 
about that will make their story stand out. This year, 
22 young authors were named from the Penn-Delco 
School District making up 24% of the winners for 
the entire Delaware County - quite an achievement 
for one of the smallest districts in the county. 
Winners throughout the county joined together to 
celebrate and receive a certificate of recognition and 
a bound copy of all the winning entries.

Aston Students Celebrate Earth Day PDSD Young Authors Recognized

Northley Middle School seventh grader Avi Dhruva 
participated and received about $400 in start-up money 
for his proposed business, CoolHead, in the Young 
Entrepreneurs Academy’s (YEA) final event at Rosemont 
College on Wednesday, April 27, 2015. He gave a five-
minute pitch to an auditorium full of people, including 
key local investors from throughout the Philadelphia area, 
proposing his business created through YEA.

Northley Student Awarded for 
Entrepeneurship and Innovation

The Aston Kids Care Club teamed up for a special two-part 
Earth Day project. For the first part, students conducted a cam-
pus clean-up to pick up any trash on the school’s property. The 
grand total weight of the trash collected was 15 lbs.! Students 
also had the opportunity to plant seeds, create and paint bird 
houses and make informational signs for part two of the proj-
ect. The students did an excellent job celebrating Earth Day!
 
Aston second graders planted flowers around the school sign 
for Earth Day! The students were so excited to help beautify 
their school sign. They learned how to properly plant flowers 
and what they can do to help them grow.

Coebourn History Museum Comes to Life
Coebourn 5th graders studied an important person in history 
and became that person for one day! Students dressed up as 
their historic person, created a display and prepared a speech 
to perform for various visitors throughout the day.  Students 
portrayed famous astronauts, past presidents and first ladies, 
famous athletes and many other historical figures.  



Excellence in Athletics
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May 1st is the commitment deadline for seniors across the country to decide where they will be attending college in the 
fall.  On May 1, 2015, in front of their families, administrators, and coaches, Sun Valley hosted a special event to recog-
nize student athletes that have made their decision to go on and play a sport at the NCAA level.  
Statistics show that less than 1% of high school graduating classes will receive a scholarship to play sports at the NCAA 
level.  With 24 student athletes committing to play sports at the collegiate level, the Sun Valley class of 2015 has an im-
pressive 10% of its seniors going on to play their respective sports in college.  This outstanding demonstration of commit-
ment is the most in Sun Valley history and is a tremendous representation of the quality students and athletic programs in 
the Penn-Delco School District.  

 “Never have we had this many students go on to play NCAA sports after high school,” stated Mr. Joel Alutius, Sun Val-
ley Athletic Director. “It speaks to the dedication of our student athletes, their parents and their coaches.  We are so very 
proud of this group and what they have accomplished during their time at Sun Valley.  We wish them all the best as they 
continue to challenge themselves athletically at the college level.”

Each student, along with their family, was invited to the front to sign a symbolic letter of intent and receive a certificate of 
achievement.  Mr. Alutius share highlights of each student athlete’s accomplishments throughout their high school career; 
many of whom received All-Delco and All Ches- Mont titles and have received many other prestigious high school ath-
letic accolades.  

Sun Valley Class of 2015 Student Athletes
 
Carson Adelberger, Lacrosse—Central Connecticut St. University
Jen Brittingham, Cross Country—Kutztown University
Ryan Burton, Baseball—Lebanon Valley College
Zach Bush, Track & Field/Cross Country—Lock Haven University
Brittany Cassidy, Lacrosse—Neumann University
Anthony Costa, Basketball—P.S.U. Brandywine
Nate Cusumano, Football—Bloomsburg University
Kayla Czernik, Lacrosse—Chestnut Hill College
Sean Donohue, Wrestling—Shippensburg University
Brooke Duplicki, Softball—Cortland State University
Mike Fisher, Football—Thaddeus Stevens College
Kaitlyn France, Lacrosse—Ursinus College
Ashley Gindle, Softball—Moravian College
Tyler Hastings, Baseball—Lebanon Valley College
Cody Herestofa, Baseball—Northampton CC
Halee Kusner, Volleyball—P.S.U. Brandywine
Amanda Maher, Lacrosse—Immaculata University
Madison McCunney, Volleyball—East Stroudsburg University
Jess McGarrey, Lacrosse—Bloomsburg University
Vince Pro, Baseball—Delaware County CC
C.J. Pruitt, Baseball—LaSalle University
Thomas Steppke, Baseball—Delaware County CC
Steve Taylor, Cross Country—Delaware County CC
Hannah Turner, Golf—Virginia Wesleyan College
Amani Williams, Track & Field—West Chester University
Romier Williams, Basketball—P.S.U. Brandywine

Sun Valley Student Athletes Commit to Playing in College

Atkinson Makes a Big Splash in the Pool

Northley Middle School girls swim team finished the season 
undefeated for the first time in school history! Ten of 11 
team records were broken.  The team was led by swimmer 
Emma Atkinson who was involved in 9 of the 10 record 
breaking performances.  The School Board recognized  
Emma during the May board meeting for her outstanding 
success in the pool!
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Sun Valley had a great showing at the Cappies on Saturday night at 
Eastern Regional High School in Vorhees, NJ. The cast of The Music 
Man competed with more than 30 public and private high schools in the 
Greater Philadelphia Area and were nominated for four Cappies.  Not 
only did students get to perform their Best Song nominated “Marian the 
Librarian” for more than 200 of their Greater Philadelphia area peers, 
but they took home two top awards. Sydney Lamoureux won the Cappie 
for Best Comedic Actress in a Musical, and Gianni Palmarini won the 
Cappie for Best Male Vocalist in a Musical. These are two of the most 
competitive categories in the Cappies competition.  This is exciting 
news for Sun Valley Theater as Sun Valley has only had one previous 
winner in the history of participating in the Cappies. 
 
The Cappies is an inter-high school theater critic program nationwide in 
which students attend shows at other schools, and write reviews. At the 
end of the year, the student critics vote for awards that are presented at 
a formal Cappies Gala. Out of the 34 area schools participating in our 
chapter, the Phildelphia Cappies, Sun Valley performers were nominated 
in four categories.  

Senior Lauren Longhi earned a nomination for Best Actress in a Musical 
for her portrayal of Marian Paroo and junior Sydney Lamoureux earned 
a nomination for Best Comedic Actress in a Musical. Gianni Palmarini 
was also nominated for Best Male Vocalist.  Additionally, the musical 
number “Marian the Librarian” (performed by Gianni Palmarini, Lauren 
Longhi and the dancers) was nominated for Best Song.

Following a fantastic spring 
concert season, the 7th and 8th 
graders in the choral and band 
programs had the opportunity 
to perform at the High Note 
Festival in Allentown, PA on 
Friday, May 1st. Both groups 
were adjudicated by expert 
musicians and were given 
recorded feedback and a rating. 
Both the chorus and the band 
received a Superior Rating, the 
highest rating available! The 
students are to be commended 
for excellent performances, and 
should be extremely proud of 
the day’s accomplishments!

The Northley Steel Drum Ensemble 
and Jazz Band performed on June 
8th as part of the Aston Township 
Hometown Concert series. The 
concert was a free outdoor concert 
for the community at the Aston 
Community Center.

Sun Valley 2015 Arts Alive

Music Man Cast Members Win Cappies
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On Wednesday, May 27, the Board of School Directors honored 
eight Penn-Delco employees who have retired within the past year 
and at the end of this school year.  Beautiful sentiments were shared 
about each retiree by their colleagues and supervisors.  Joined by 
family members and friends, each individual was recognized for 
their many years of dedication and service to Penn-Delco.  School 
Board President, Mr. Kevin Tinsley presented each retiree with a gift 
on behalf of the district to remember their time here at Penn-Delco.  
Twelve additional retirees were not able to attend the board meeting. 
Well wishes to all of our retirees.  Penn-Delco is better off because of 
your efforts!
 
William Stull – Sun Valley Teacher – 45 years
Deborah Albence – Director of Human Resources – 11 years
Hollis Renegar – Pennell/Coebourn School Nurse – 23 years
Pepper Walling – Secretary to the Superintendent – 28 years
Jemma Walsh – Pennell/Parkside School Librarian – 22 years
Rosemary Fowler – Supervisor of Elementary Curriculum – 42 years
Beth Birtwell – Aston Elementary Teacher – 25 years
Robert Cooke – Aston Elementary Custodian – 13 years 

Penn-Delco Honors Retirees

9:00-12:00PM
6:00-7:00PM

Aston – Mondays 
Coebourn Thursdays
Parkside – Wednesdays
Pennell – Tuesday

Northley hours will be at Sun Valley 
July 7-August 18th on Tuesdays from 
12:30-2:30 and 6:00-8:00PM

Summer Library Hours

Congratulations Sun Valley Class of 2015

Congratulations to the Sun Valley 
Choir on receiving a Superior rating 
and taking first place in their division 
during their recent trip to Hershey Park. 
Sydney Lamoureux won the award for 
Best Overall High School Accompanist! 
Congrats to Mrs. Moyer and all of the 
students! 
 


